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Vale Les Blakebrough, Master of his craft
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Today we re�ect on the passing of Les Blakebrough AM

(1930-2022). We recognise Les's immense contribution

to the Australian craft and design sector, from his own

creative practice, through to his teaching, and

mentoring of generations of makers and his advocacy

for the sector. 

In a career spanning seven decades, Les Blakebrough

was one of Australia's most acclaimed and in�uential

ceramic artists. His many roles included Director of

Sturt Gallery and Studios, a founding member of the

Craft Board of the Australia Council, Head of Ceramics

at Tasmania's School of Art, and Principal Research

Fellow for the University of Tasmania. He has been

awarded numerous awards and commissions and his

works are held in major public collections in Australia

and internationally. 

His body of work ranged from earthy functional wares

to delicate forms of ethereal beauty using his

trademarked Southern Ice Porcelain. His passionate

research and development of techniques and

materials led him on journeys of discovery from

studying with master potters in Japan in the 1960s to

working with leading manufacturers of industrial

ceramics in Scandinavia in the 1990s. 

Les Blakebrough was the recognised as the �rst artist

in the Australian Design Centre's series of touring

exhibitions Living Treasure: Master of Australian Craft. 

The exhibition, curated by Brian Parkes, toured

nationally from 2004 to 2007. The series celebrates

signi�cant artists with more than three decades of

practice. 
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Last year we talked to Les for the podcast series

Object: stories of design and craft, Episode 6 of

Masters of Craft and heard his many stories of a life

dedicated to clay.  Les re�ected on the experience of

being a Living Treasure and how it impacted his life in

unexpected ways including meeting his partner Anne

Ferran and they were together for over 15 years. 

Les Blakebrough leaves an exceptional legacy and will

live long in our memories. Our thoughts are with Anne,

his family and many friends. 

 

https://object.createsend1.com/t/r-l-tjijdikd-l-i/
https://object.createsend1.com/t/r-l-tjijdikd-l-t/


 
About Australian Design Centre 

Established in 1964, Australian Design Centre is an

independent impact organisation based in Sydney.

We create opportunities for people to engage with

design, craft and creativity through dynamic and high-

quality national touring exhibitions, publishing, digital

and educational activities.

We ignite creativity and innovative ideas through:

Exhibitions – Showcasing the best making and design

by Australian creators.

Touring – Bringing the power of making and design to

new audiences across Australia.



Learning – Inspiring Australians to use design to

transform their future.

Australian Design Centre is supported by the

generosity of our partners and donors, the Visual Arts

and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State

and Territory Governments, the New South Wales

Government through Create NSW, the Australian

Government through the Australia Council, its arts

funding and advisory body, and the City of Sydney.

Australian Design Centre is a member of Australian

Craft and Design Centres network and the Sydney

Culture Network. 

Australian Design Centre is proud to be a creative

place located on Gadigal Land. We acknowledge

with respect the traditional owners the Gadigal

People of the Eora Nation.

Images: Les Blakebrough, 1964. Photo: Simon Blackall. Les Blakebrough

inspecting a large bowl at the Ceramics Research Unit, University of

Tasmania, 2005. Photo: Lynda Warner.  Les Blakebrough, Large Bowl, from

the Forest Floor series, 1999. Photo: National Gallery of Australia.  
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