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With Sydney WorldPride in full swing we welcomed

over 2000 people on Sunday to the outdoor Queer

Mart Makers Market. It was a joyous celebration of

creativity and diversity.  The WorldPride exhibitions run

until 22 March so please do pop in to see the work of

ten amazing textile artists.

Celebrating success for designer/makers, I

congratulate ADC Living Treasure Master of Australian

Craft Prue Venables and one of Australia's most well

recognised silversmiths, master of his craft Johannes

Kuhnen for their selection as �nalists in the Loewe

Craft Prize 2023.  Many congratulations also to our

friends Eggpicnic (Camila and Chris) who will have their

work beamed on to the façade of Parliament House in

Canberra, a six minute animation featuring the

changing seasons of Canberra and critically

endangered birds.

I'm looking forward to realising some projects that we

have been working on for a little while, with two books

in production and exhibition projects with

collaborators including Tjanpi Desert
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Weavers, weaver Liz Williamson and guest curator and 

designer Liane Rossler.

We're o� to Melbourne Design Fair in May presenting

ten designer/makers on a booth with the Australian

Tapestry Workshop and the �nal episode of

Object podcast Series 2: Clay Connections lands this

month.

Applications open next week for the MAKE Award:

Biennial Prize for Innovation in Australian Craft and

Design. With a $45,000 prize pool and the masses of

talent in Australia, I know we will see some incredible

applications from designer/makers of all descriptions.

Stay tuned! 

Finally I'm delighted to announce the appointment of

two new directors to the ADC Board designer Trent

Jansen and contemporary jewellery artist Melinda

Young. Both Trent and Mel have a long association

with ADC and established professional careers as

practitioners and educators. Excited to welcome them

to our excellent board of directors led by Chair

Elizabeth Espinosa. 

Lisa Cahill

CEO and Artistic Director 
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Exhibitions and Events

 



Unravelling Queerly

We have had so much fun collaborating with Sydney

WorldPride to present the exhibition Unravelling

Queerly. The exhibition showcases the work of ten

LGBTQIA+ artists and highlights raw and real struggles,

resilience, humour and accomplishments.  Works

range from themes related to political struggles,

relationships with family and self-identity to knitted

protest banners and dark glittery glory holes. 

Featuring artists: Nicole Barakat,  Samuel Luke Beatty,

Andrew Chan, Luke George, Nadia Hernández, Kate

Just, Raisa Kabir, Blake Lawrence, Arone Raymond

Meeks and Ahilapalapa Rands.

When: Until 22 March 2023

Explore the website here
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Free lunchtime tours

Join First Nations Creative Producer, and member of

the curatoreum, Dakota Dixon for a free lunchtime

tour of Unravelling Queerly. Learn about the artists and

the ideas behind their work.  

When: Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30pm 

Where: Meet at the counter of ADC

Bookings are essential, so please follow the link here to

register your interest.  
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Chili Philly: Crochet Social 2023 

Phil Ferguson, aka Chili Philly, transforms everyday

objects into covetable crocheted creations.  View their

video works in our Object Space window gallery on

William Street 24/7. 

Great to see Chili Philly in town for Mardi Gras last

weekend. 

When: Until 22 March 

Where: Object Space window gallery 101 William

Street Darlinghurst

Explore the website here
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Event: Social Crochet

Join a fun social evening sharing the love of crochet

with other crafters. 

Hosted by crochet artist and teacher Vanessa Ion, you

will receive all the materials needed to get going and

instructions (or bring your own preferred hook and

thread). 

This social event is for new and experienced makers. 

When: Thursday 9 March, 6 - 8pm 

Where: Australian Design Centre

Tickets: $20 includes a beverage and snacks. 

Book now
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Australian Design Centre + Melbourne

Design Fair 

Melbourne Design Fair is an annual platform curated

by the National Gallery of Victoria and delivered in

collaboration with the Melbourne Art Foundation, for

designers, commercial galleries, design agencies and

organisations to come-together under one roof to

promote and sell the best collectible design from

Australia and the world.

Taking place at the Melbourne Convention and

Exhibition Centre from 18 – 21 May, the Fair will

feature work for sale from more than 150 designers

across 60+ presentations staged by prominent

commercial galleries, design agencies, organisations

and studios. 

We're presenting ten NSW based designers at the Fair,

guest curated by Rina Bernabei and in a booth

collaboration with Australian Tapestry Workshop. 

When: 18–21 May 2023

Where: Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre

Tickets: $10 - $35 

Find out more
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Coming soon Mutukaku Ngura – Motorcar

Country

Mutukaku Ngura – Motorcar Country is a

special collaboration with Tjanpi Desert Weavers

opening at ADC on 30 March.

Using the salvaged remains of burnt-out motor cars

abandoned in the Central Western deserts, Tjanpi

Desert Weavers ingeniously combine cultural weaving

practices to create �bre sculptures.  

Artists: Ngilan Margaret Dodd, Pinuka Margaret Yai Yai,

Kim Dodd, Kayla Gayla, Amy Yilpi, Bridget Baker, Fiona

Dodd, Collette Stewart, Kathy Dodd.

When: 30 March – 24 May 2023

 



Coming soon 

Weaving matter: materials and context

Contemporary weavers exploring diverse concepts

through experimentation with materials and weave

structures to create innovative and contemporary

stories. Curated by Liz Williamson. 

Artists: Christine Appleby, Sally Blake, Mary Burgess,

Hannah Cooper, Blake Gri�ths, Amanda Ho, Lise

Hobcroft, Kelly Leonard, Jennifer Robertson, Nien

Schwarz, Jacqueline Stojanovic, Jane Theau, Ilka White,

Monique van Nieuwland.

When: 30 March – 24 May 2023
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Podcast:

Clay Connections 

Listen to a new episode in Series 2: Clay Connections

with writer, ceramic artist and educator Robyn Phelan. 

In Episode 4 we explore: What makes a good piece of

writing about visual art? How can we get critique back

into Australian arts commentary? How to use writing in

your arts practice, and tips for new arts writers.

Hosted by Lisa Cahill and produced by Jane

Curtis. Explore show notes and learn more here.

Listen here
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Object Shop: Handmade, Unique,

Collectible

The change of season calls for snuggly wraps and

handmade ceramics to serve warm food and drinks.

Visit Object Shop to �nd unique, limited

edition jewellery, ceramics, objects and textiles from

leading and emerging Australian designer makers. 

New stock from: TRADE the MARK, Turner & Turner,

Vicki Mason, Jennifer Robertson, DM Pottery, Soul of

Bespoke and more coming in every day! 

Everything you buy from Object Shop supports local

makers and helps to nurture creative practice. 

For the person that has everything consider the gift of

ADC Friends Membership. Connect to a community

who support the work of Australian Design Centre and

receive bene�ts including a 10% discount in Object

Shop. Join here.

Opening hours are Tuesday to Friday 11am - 5pm and

Saturdays 11am - 4pm.  Shop online 24/7.
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Retail Event:  HACHIGO project pop-up

Hachigo Project is a pop-up showcase of bespoke

Japanese rings with interchangeable screw-component

decorative tops. 

After the huge success of the pop-up jewellery display

last year, they are back in March. Don't miss out!   

When: Friday 17 and Saturday 18 March 11:30am -

3.30pm

Where: ADC, 113 -115 William Street Darlinghurst 

 



ADC On Tour 

Touring has been central to our work for 50 years.

Since the 1970s ADC has toured nationally and been at

the forefront of providing regional Australia with

access to cutting edge work and ideas. Three ADC On

Tour exhibitions have now �nished long tours and new

projects are in development.

ADC On Tour exhibitions now on across Australia:

SIXTY: The Journal of Australian Ceramics 60th

Anniversary 1962–2022 opens at Cowra Regional

Gallery, NSW until 19 March and then opens

at JamFactory, SA on 4 May. 

Find out more about ADC On Tour here.

 

We're hiring!

We're searching for a new Communications and

Development Manager. If you are a dynamic, friendly,

and highly skilled fundraising and communications

professional we want you! You'll to work across all

communications channels to share the stories of

Australian contemporary craft and design.

This full-time role is based in Darlinghurst, Sydney. 

Applications close 7 March so be quick!

We pursue a workforce that is as diverse as our

community. We strongly encourage applications from

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, people

from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds,
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Home is Where the Habitat is

Eggpicnic designers Camila and Chris are projecting

their iconic birds onto Australian Parliament House as

part of the Enlighten Festival.

The six minute animation features the changing

seasons of Canberra and the bird species found in the

gardens. An original soundscape and music created by

Dr Ann Jones and music producer Corey Hague

accompany this special work. 

When: 3 - 13 March, 8 - 11pm.

Where: Australian Parliament House Parliament Drive,

Canberra

Find out more

people with a disability, and people of diverse genders

and/or sexual orientations.

Find out more

From our friends
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ATASDA Textile Exhibition

Australian Textile Arts and Surface Design Association

(ATASDA) present a new members' exhibition 'Look

Inside' at three locations across Inner West Sydney. 

When: 9 -19 March 2023 

Where: The Corner Gallery, Rosedale Street Gallery

and Hampton and French. 

Find out more

 

Love what we do? 

Make a donation. Join ADC Friends or our volunteer

program.

There are many ways that you can help us to support a

creative Australia.

Donate to support creativity! Leave a gift in your

Will. 

Join ADC Friends

Volunteer

Buy unique handmade

Follow us on social and digital for updates.
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About Australian Design Centre 

Established in 1964, Australian Design Centre is an

independent impact organisation based in Sydney.

We create opportunities for people to engage with

design, craft and creativity through dynamic and high-

quality national touring exhibitions, publishing, digital

and educational activities.

We ignite creativity and innovative ideas through: 
Exhibitions – Showcasing the best making and design

by Australian creators.

Touring – Bringing the power of making and design to

new audiences across Australia.

Learning – Inspiring Australians to use design to

transform their future.

Australian Design Centre is supported by the

generosity of our partners and donors, the Visual Arts

and Craft Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State

and Territory Governments, the New South Wales

Government through Create NSW, the Australian

Government through the Australia Council, its arts

funding and advisory body, and the City of Sydney.

Australian Design Centre is a member of Australian

Craft and Design Centres network, Australian Museum

and Galleries Association, Arts Law, NAVA, Regional

and Public Galleries NSW and the Sydney Culture

Network. 
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Acknowledgement

Australian Design Centre is proud to be a creative

place located on Gadigal Country.

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the

Traditional Owners, the Gadigal People  and to Elders,

past and present.

As an arts organisation with national connections, we

pay our respects to Traditional Owners, Custodians

and Elders past and present of all First Peoples' lands

within which we program.

We recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

culture as the oldest continuing culture in the world

and celebrate the diversity of language, culture,

custom, ceremony and knowledge (Lore) of First

Peoples as Traditional Owners, custodians and

communities with an ongoing connection across land,

sea and waterways.

We acknowledge that the lands on which we live and

work are unceded – always was, always will be,

Aboriginal Land.
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Forward 

Australian Design Centre

101 -115 William Street, Darlinghurst, NSW 2010

Phone: 02 9361 4555

Email: hello@australiandesigncentre.com

Opening hours:

Tuesday to Friday 11am - 5pm

Saturday 11am - 4pm

or other times by appointment. 

Unsubscribe
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